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Thank you fundraisers,  

After a very successful Children in 
Need day at school, we were over-
joyed to see that we made it onto the 
show.  We were  spotted by a number 
of people but thanks goes to Lenah 
Ahmed , Year 13, who managed to 
take a screen shot of our name up in 
lights.

Monies continued to be contributed 
to our collection over the weekend 
and we have now raised a huge ...

£2021.00   
Reverse Advent Calendar
We would like to bring to your attention two donation schemes, 
which we are participating in as a school in the coming weeks.

‘Reverse Advent’ Food Bank

As in previous years, we have asked students and staff to bring in donations for a local food bank. In the 
past, we have been able to make a large delivery of goods, both food and toiletry items to local charities 
just before Christmas. This year, it is more essential than ever, with many more families in need.

Each form group will be encouraged to bring in items to put in a collection box, either in their form 
rooms or in reception.  Please do not send perishable items.

Christmas Present Appeal

This year, we are also hoping to help the local Salvation Army branch, which regularly 
delivers Christmas gifts to children and young people who would otherwise not receive 
a gift. Each year the Salvation Army in Heckmondwike provide toy and gift parcels for local families in 

need, working in liaison with Social Services.

We would welcome donations for this scheme of 
NEW, unwrapped gifts, which would be suitable for a 
range of ages. 



Department Focus: Geography
‘May you live in interesting times’ is a Chinese curse which resonates today. The start to the year 
has been fraught to say the least but we are now getting to grips (mostly) with the changes to 
teaching. The geography department is delivering lessons to those unable to attend wherever pos-
sible and maintaining as high a standard as possible.

In key stage 3, year 7 and 8 have been getting to grips with understanding the UK and looking at 
how our industry is structured as we try to give them a better understanding of how we fit into the 
wider world post Brexit. Looking at the 
British Isles and Industry respectively. 
Did you know that Nissan produced 
507,444 cars in 2016?

We continue to develop this awareness 
throughout Key stage 4 through the de-
livery of the GCSE. Year 9 are currently 
working on ecosystems looking in detail 
at Tropical rain forests and Deserts and 
how these two ecosystems are expe-
riencing a range of threats from tour-
ism and mineral extraction to climate 
change. Did you know the Penjom Gold 
mine is the largest in Malaysia produc-
ing 100,000 oz of Gold?

Year 10 are learning about the UK 
coastline and how waves and rivers al-
ter the geography of our country and 
how climate change is adding to the 
threat. We are studying the nature of 
managing such a diverse landscape and 
that there is no panacea when dealing with the problems. Did you know that Medmerry is the larg-
est managed realignment scheme on the open coast in Europe?

Year 11 who will have just finished their mock exams are studying global economics and how di-
vided the world is economically and socially. We are about to start looking at how countries like 
Nigeria attempt to catch higher income countries up through investing in its human capital ie. Its 
people. Did you know that Nollywood is the world’s second largest producer of films in the world?

Year 12 are dividing their 
time between learning 
how cities work in this 
post-industrial world’ 
how cities attempt to 
solve the problems of 
deprivation and derelic-
tion and steer themselves 
through this economical-
ly challenging times. They 
are also studying the 
global distribution of the 
world’s water and car-
bon and how these stores 

change day to day and over the last 600 million years. Did you know that our entire planet was 
covered with snow and ice 600 million years ago known as Snowball Earth?
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House Sports Senior Maths 
Challenge
An excellent performance from the 25      stu-
dents participating in this challenge.

In total there were 14 bronze awards –   
Tom Barber, Connor Hanson, Reuben Price 
and Devan Simon McBride in Devan Si-
mon McBride in Year 12. Holly Beaumont,          
Ibrahim Bilal, Madeleine Convery, Lewis Ger-
maine, Lyndsey Hepworth, Lucy Jolly, Aleks 
Kent, Cody Lee, Hawa Saleem and   Alfie 
Webster in Year 13

Also 8 Silver awards – for Dax Barlow, Tom 
Berry, Daniel Damo, Waqas Hussain and Hri-
shikesh Venkatesh in Year 12. Nandini Mehta 
(who was best in year 13), Jay Patel and Aditya 
Tangirala in Year 13.

Just one Gold award – 
for Ellis Speight in Year 
12, who was also best 
in School.

Congratulations 

Year 13 are taking on the world’s Hazards 
attempting to understand their causes and 
impacts on ourselves. They are also learning 
about the plight of our indigenous people 
who migrate across the tundra of Siberia 
and Alaska while Russia and the USA are 
trying to extract the resources beneath 
their feet. Did you know the worlds rein-
deer population has declined by 60% in 
the last two decades as a result of climate 
change?

The world is changing at an exponential 
rate economically, politically, socially and 
environmentally and we live within a cas-
cading system where all these interact with 
one another. We in geography attempt to 
equip our students with an understanding 
and ability to deal with these ‘interesting 
times’. If you ever wonder where Geogra-
phy can take you, this is the future. 

https://www.esri.com/en-us/what-is-gis/
careers 

https://www.esri.com/en-us/what-is-gis/careers
https://www.esri.com/en-us/what-is-gis/careers


 WWII Battle Symbolised in a Ring
During the 2nd world war my Great-Grandfather served as 
a part of the Tunisian desert campaign. This was a series of 
battles that lasted between 17 November 1942 until the 13 
May 1943; the allied forces won with almost 250,000 prison-
ers of war. This was not the first battle my Great-Grandfather 
had fought in, in fact my Grandmother had not seen her own 
father before he came back from this battle. At this point of 

the war it was only a small percent-
age of those serving who set out 
to become soldiers and many were 
farmers, joiners and of all other trades. Most likely in return for cigarettes 
my Great-Grandfather asked a jeweller who was fighting with him to 
create a ring to take back to his familythat also symbolised the battle. He 
gave it to his new infant son upon arrival and that is the story of the ring. 

Thank you to Edward Rushforth Year 7

Article from 
Batley News



Find out more here

Find out more here

Diary Dates
W/c 23 November - Year 8 Students working from home

W/c 30 November - Year 7 Student working form home - Year 8 Students return
W/c 7 December - Year 9 students working form home - Year 7 Students return 

Heck-

https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/schoolsliaison/services/ambition-16-18.aspx
https://www.suttontrust.com/our-programmes/pathways-to-medicine/

